EU Grants: Event description sheet (CERV): V1.0 — 01.04.2022

EVENT DESCRIPTION SHEET

(To be filled in and uploaded as deliverable in the Portal Grant Management System, at the due date foreseen in the system.

fiiy Please provide one sheet per event (one event = one workpackage = one lump sum).)

COGREENEU: European Cooperation Against Climate
Change— COGREENEU

Ayuntamiento de Altea

913697418

SOLUTIONS INTO POLICIES, A GREENER EUROPE

event

in-situ

Altea, Spain

4—7 February 2025

https://euroaltea.eu/projectes-euroaltea/cogreeneu/

60

49




EU Grants: Event description sheet (CERV): V1.0 — 01.04.2022

From Romania | 1
From Paraguay @1
Total number of participants: = 109 From total number of countries: | 11

Description

Provide a short description of the event and its activities.

This event, held in Altea, Spain, on 4-7 February and brought together 109 participants from across
Europe and beyond to foster dialogue and collaboration on sustainable development, civic engagement,

and the European Green Deal. Hosted by Ayuntamiento de Altea, the event involved multicultural
activities, workshops, and interactive sessions over four days.

It was WP7: Solutions Into Policies, A Greener Europe and the main objectives were:
- - Reflecting about the future of Europe and the role of minorities in that future.
- Increase awareness about the main European challenges for the future of the European Union.

- Define the European guideline for civic participation of minorities.

The activities that took place during the event:

1. - Open Dialogue: Open dialogue about ways of civic participation in the decision-making
process at European Level.

2. - Creative Lab: The Europe that | want: Reflecting about the future of Europe according to its
main challenges.

3. - Workshop: Definition of the last parts of the European guidelines for civic participation of
minorities.

More detailed:
Tuesday, 4th February 2025

The event began with participants being transferred at 18:30 from Alicante Airport to Altea. Upon arrival,
check-in was facilitated at Althaia Hotel, and participants joined a welcoming dinner from 20:00 to 21:30.
Late arrivals received cold dishes in their rooms.

Wednesday, 5th February 202 Venue: Public Library and House of Culture - IES Bellaguarda - Altea
Social Centre.

1. Registration and Welcome (9:15 — 9:45)

The day began with the registration of participants at the Public Library and House of Culture in Altea.
Before starting, the attendance list and the declaration of consent for image rights were passed out.
This was followed by an official welcome made by local politicians, the mayor Diego Zaragozi and the
European project councilor German Manjon, and the presentation of the agenda.

2. Open Dialogue about ways of civic participation in the decision-making process at European
Level. (9:45 - 11:00)

The first session of the day encouraged a structured yet open conversation on civic participation in
environmental decision-making at the European level. Participants, representing municipalities, NGOs,
and academic institutions, shared insights on the challenges and opportunities of engaging citizens in
shaping climate policies. Key discussion points included the role of participatory democracy, the impact
of grassroots movements, and how local experiences can influence European strategies.

3. Study visit: 'Bellaguarda Agro- Experiences', with Ximo Pastor and Lluis Lull. 'School
recycling program', with Jordi Escrihuela and Lluis Lull. (12:00 — 14:00)
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After a coffee break, participants moved to IES Bellaguarda, local high school where they explored two
local sustainability initiatives.

The first, ‘Bellaguarda Agro-Experiences’, was introduced by experts Ximo Pastor and Lluis Lull,
who presented how agroecology and regenerative agriculture are being integrated into the school
environment. The initiative allows students to gain hands-on experience in sustainable farming
practices, fostering environmental awareness from a young age.

The second initiative, the ‘School Recycling Program’, was presented by Jordi Escrihuela and Lluis
Lull. This project highlights the school’s commitment to circular economy principles, demonstrating how
a structured recycling system can significantly reduce waste while educating students on sustainability.
The visit provided an inspiring example of how schools can play a crucial role in shaping environmental
responsibility among younger generations.

4. Workshop: Definition of the last parts of the European guidelines for civic participation of
minorities. (16:00 — 17:00)

In the afternoon, the focus shifted to policy development. A workshop held at the Altea Social Centre
brought together participants to finalize the last sections of the European Guidelines for Civic
Participation of Minorities. Discussions centered on the challenges faced by underrepresented groups
in environmental decision-making and the need for inclusive policies that empower all citizens to
contribute to climate action. By the end of the session, a working draft of recommendations had been
refined, reflecting diverse perspectives and experiences from each country in our project.

5. Study visit: case of the NGO ‘De Amicitia’, which develops its activity in the field of
international volunteering, especially for young people. (17:00 — 18:00)

Participants had the opportunity to learn about the work of ‘De Amicitia’, a local NGO specializing in
international volunteering, with a strong focus on environmental and social projects. Nacho Gonzalez,
president of the organization, shared their experiences in mobilizing young volunteers for climate-
related initiatives, demonstrating the impact that volunteer-driven actions can have on local and
international sustainability efforts. The discussion highlighted how volunteer networks can complement
institutional policies, providing a powerful tool for community engagement.

The day ended with short free time before dinner and back to the hotel.
Thursday, 6th February 2025. Venue: IES Altaia — Altea City Centre - Altea Social Centre

The day began with breakfast at the hotel, followed by coffee and registration at the venue. Then, the
school’s representatives welcomed the participants and presented the main challenges the institution
faces regarding sustainability and civic engagement.

1. Creative Lab I: The Europe that | want: Reflecting about the future of Europe according to its
main challenges. (9:30 — 10:45)

Dynamic workshop where students and participants engaged in discussions about the future of Europe
in the face of climate change. The session was divided in three different workshops, and participants
divided in groups joined them. The thematic areas of the workshops were:

- One Health: addressing the link between public health and environmental well-being,
promoting healthier choices for both people and the planet.

- Emotional Well-Being: exploring the psychological impact of climate change and ways to foster
resilience in young people.

- Civic and Social Awareness: discussing how youth engagement can drive positive change in
local and European climate policies.

After this first part of the activity, students prepared a Roman coffee shop, made by natural and local
products.

2. Creative Lab II: The Europe that | want: Reflecting about the future of Europe according to its
main challenges. Phase: designing solutions. (11:15 — 12:00)

Participants built upon the morning’s workshops, moving from identifying challenges to designing
concrete solutions. Students and international guests worked together to draft proposals that addressed
sustainability, urban resilience, and participatory governance. The session concluded with a summary
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and reflection on key takeaways, emphasizing the role of education in empowering young citizens to
become climate leaders.

3. Study visit: about Altea's projects related to urban transformation and regeneration to adapt
to climate change. (12:30 — 14:00)

Participants embarked on an urban study visit drove by the councilor German Manjén to explore Altea’s
strategies for sustainable urban development. The tour showcased local projects aimed at climate
adaptation, urban regeneration, and environmental protection, offering practical insights into how cities
can respond to climate challenges. The visit highlighted key areas where policy interventions and
community initiatives have contributed to making Altea a greener and more resilient town.

After a networking lunch at Restaurante La Clau Altea, participants had the opportunity to discover
Altea’s cultural heritage through a guided tour of the town’s main attractions.

As the COGREENEU project came to an end, a final coordination meeting was held to review
achievements, assess impact, and define final steps.

Final dinner took place at Mon restaurant, concluding the day's activities.
Friday, 7th February 2025

The event wrapped up with an early breakfast at the hotel, followed by participant transfers to Alicante
Airport for departure at 07:00.

https://alicanteplaza.es/alicanteplaza/marinabaixa/altea-sede-de-la-clausura-del-proyecto-cogreeneu
https://www.elperiodic.com/val/altea/altea-cloenda-projecte-cogreeneu_1000380
https://www.facebook.com/reel/1159317195594729
https://www.instagram.com/deamicitia/p/DFXLpAHMIQ9/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DFrkS-usFmf/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DFsRLmM2le6G/?img_index=1
https://www.instagram.com/p/DFugfSRqsG_/?img_index=1

https://www.instagram.com/p/DFxabb6uEJ7/?img_index=1
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